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Foreign Miscellany. 


A HISTORICAL SKETCH OF MILITARY 
PUNISHMENTS, IN AS FAR AS REGARDS 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS AND 
PRIVATE SOLDIERS. 








BY HENRY MARSHALL, DEPUTY INSPECTOR GENERAL OF 
ARMY HOSPITALS. 





The following brief, but comprehensive account of 
the punishments in the British army, is given in a 
work published about the year 1762, entitled, “« Essay 
on the Art of War,” &c. * T'o be hanged, shot, sent 
to the gaileys, chained to a wheelbarrow, or ran the 
gauntelope, are the military punishments of crimes 
now in use. The wooden mare, the picket, impri- 
ronment, chains, bread and water, are the punish- 
ment of faults.” 

However harsh the treatment of soldiers in the 
British army may have been during the last century, 
and however barbarous the punishments, they were 
still more horrible in the Prussian army, as will ap- 
pear from the following account of Prussian disci- 
pline, under Frederick II: 


“The privates of the Prussian army, composed of 
the scam, not only of the native population, but of 
all other countries, could not present a very grateful 
spectacle. Fear of punishments, some of them ex. 
tremely cruel, was the only curb to the hardened 
miscreant. Hence the officer was led into the most 
revolting severilies, the deinoralized soldier into the 
most audacious excesses. The consequence was, 
that the men seized every opportunity to rid them. 
selves of their tormentors by desertion; and, as that 
was rendered very difficult, some of them even had 
recourse to suicide. We learn from Preuss that the 
regiment of the guard, one of the most distinguished 
and most favored in the army, and in which deser- 
tion in time of peace was rendered most difficult, lost 
from that cause, between the year 1740 and 1800, 
three officers, ninety-three subalterns, thirty-two mu- 
sicians, and 1,525 privates; and that, during the 
same period, there were one hundred and thirty sui. 
cides, and twenty-nine soldiers executed for different 
erimes, chiefly child-morder. They had a notion 
that if they put an end to their own lives, they should 
mcur everlasting punishment; whereas the spirit of 
tlhe innocent child whose life they took, would be 
sure to go to heaven, and they would have time to 
repent, and make their peace with God, before they 
suffered for the crime. Persons possessing any deli- 
cacy of feeling were deeply shocked at the daily ex- 
hibitions of running the gauntlet, caning, and other 
punishments. Even in Potsdam this brutal spirit, 
transmitted down from the school of the old Dessau- 
er, ruled with such vigor as long as Frederick lived, 
that when the new Queen, consort of Frederick Wil- 


liam IL., was receiving condolences and congratula.- | 


tions, she turned to Major Kunitzki, who had just 
been appointed commander of the Ist battalion royal 
life-guards, and said, ‘the battalion could not have 
fallen into better hands. I hope that you may soon 
make it forget the torments which it has endured 





——— —: 
| under General Scheelen. It is doubly remarkable 
that other states sought in the military punishments 
of the Prussians the source of the glory acquired by 
them in the seven years war. France adopted them 
when on the threshold of a new era ; but many of the 
subalterns chose rather to be reduced to the ranks, 
than to take upon them the office of executioner, At 
Lille, the grenadiers of a regiment of four battalions 
shed tears of rage at the new regulations, and their 
commander, the Duke de Vauguyon, wept along with 
them ; nay, another French officer, who was ordered 
to give a soldier twenty-five lashes, plunged his sword 
into his own body after the twenty-fourth. It is true 
that, before the great King quitted the stage, more 
liberal sentiments in regard to the treatment of the 
common soldier had begun to gain ground, This is 
proved by a cirenlar of General Mollendorf’s, dated 
Berlin, June 10, 1785: * For two years past,’ he says, 
‘that is, ever since I have been Governor of this ca. 
pital, it has been one of my first cares, for the honor 
of humanity, to put an end to the tyrannical and 
barbarous conduct of the officers to the privates; and 
I confess with pleasure, that in six regiments of this 
garrison I have perceived evident fruits from my 
efforts. In one segiment only, which I will not now 
name. the old practice, founded on erroneous notions, 
of keeping the common soldier to his duty by barba. 
rous flogging, caning, and abusive language, is still 
the fashion. But I warn the commander who has 
hitherto pursued this practice to desist from it, and 
to lead the private soldier more by ambition than by 
tyranny to that discipline and military dexterity 
which his Majesty requires. The King has no scoun. 
drels, blackguards, dogs, and clodpoles in his service, 
but honest soldiers, as we are too, only that chance 
has given us higher characters ; for among the com. 
mon soldiers many are as good, and some might per. 
haps be a great deal more clever than we. Every 
officer ought to rejvice in being the leader of soldiers 
eager after honor; but he is not so if he degrades 
| those whom he commands into so low a race of men. 
It is obvious that, under such circumstances, the sol. 
dier could not be fond of his profession, ‘lo watch 


in garrison and in the field§ and the King opens the 
military instructions for his generals with fourteen 
rules for preventing desertion, as an essential part of 
their duties, without which, all other qualifications 
for commanders would be unavailing. Nevertheless, 
in adverse circumstances, or for the sake of a fresh 
bounty, the men ran off in whole bodies, and espe- 
cially during the Bavarian succession war, before the 
face of the King himself. How odious the service 
was to natives of the country is attested by many 
ordinances; but neither that which decreed confisca. 
tion of the property of those who assisted deserters, 
nor that against cutting off the thuinb to get free 
from the detested profession, could put a stop to those 
practices. Others sought to escape by giving them. 
selves out for skinners’ and executioners’ men; but 
even this self-imposed infamy did not protect them 
in the Bavarian succession war from compulsory en. 
rolment in the partisan corps.”— The Court and Times 
of Frederick the Great, vol. iv., p. 45. 


The ancient Romans enjoyed fights of gladiators 
and combats of wild beasts, in which men and ani- 





mals tore each other to pieces. Such scenes forci, 


doubtful men was a heavy task for the officers, both 


i 
| 





Ba a 
~~ 


es 


: SERIO OPENS oor eT 


era: 


~ 


aie Ske 


fine, tah mode 





Ca EOE FoR, me nal: Soon lei 


ew 


“s 


. 


’ 


emer 


ate 


ae 





edt Sk ee 





99 ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE, 100 





oo 
_— 





bly demonstrate to us, that with all their boasted re. 
finement, they were essentially barbarians. What 
are we to think of the state of civilization in Prussia 


to impress the greater terror on the minds of the spec- 
tators.” 


Whipping, as now practised, in military language 


in the time of Frederick II, when such barbarities | fogging, is comparatively a modern punishment in 


were tolerated as have been described? We cannot 
help concluding, that it had made but very little pro. 
gress. Unless the animal propensities are subdued 
by moral and intellectual culture, the feelings are 
gross, and scenes of cruelty do not excite disgust. 
When the English army took possession of the island 
of Ceylon, in ]796, the Dutch ladies in Colombo used 
to ask the officers to Jet them know when any of the 
men were to be flogged, that they might have the 
pleasure of being spectators of the infliction. Some 
of the concomitants of civilization, such as wealth 
and prosperity, may exist in a socicty, without much 
individual improvement or intellectual refinement. 

The punishments inflicted upon non-commissioned 
officers and soldiers, as practised when Capt. Grose 
published his work on Military Antiquities, 1786, or 
which had only recently fallen into complete or par- 
tial disuse, may be divided into two classes, namely, 
corporal and pecuniary. Under the first class may 
be placed death, either by shooting or hanging; whip. 
ping, comprehending the gauntelope; riding the 
wooden horse ; picketing, and imprisonment. I apply 
the term corporal punishinent to any personal pe. 
nalty, whether it be merely restraint or by tae actual 
infliction of pain. Under the secon? class are inclu- 
ded fines, degradation, and suspension. 

Ist Ciass. Corporal punishment.—The execution 
of the sentence of death by shooting was carried into 
effect, he tells us, in the following manner: “ An 
execution party is named, composed of hardened de. 
serters, or persons guilty of the same offence for 
which the party is to suifer; or if there are no men 
under these predicaments, the party is taken from 
the men next for duty, and a steady non.commis- 
sioned officer is chosen to command them. The pri- 
soner is then brought from the provost’s, with his 
hands tied behind him, attended by the chaplain of 
the regiment, and followed by the execution party, | 
In this manner ho is led along the line, guarded by a 
detachment of the regiment to which he belongs, or 
by one from the pickets of the army. On his arrival 


in the ariny. 
The history of the punishment of flogging is thus 
given by Grose ; 


“ The gauntelope,” says he, “* was in cases of theft, 
or some offence that affected the character or interest 
of the corps, practised in two ways. In one, called 
running the gauntlope, the regiment was formed six 
deep, and the ranks opened and faced inwards, each 
man being furnished with a switch. The offender, 
naked to the waist, was led through the ranks, pre- 
ceded by a sergeant, the point of whose reversed hal. 
bert was presented to his breast, to prevent his run- 
ning too fast; as he thus passed through the ranks, 
every soldier gave hima stroke. But this method 
being found inconvenient, and in many cases objec. 
tionable, the offender was tied to four halberts in the 
ordinary way, threé being placed in a triangle, and 
the fourth across two of them, to keep him on the 
outside. In this situation the regiment filed off from 
the right, and marched by. When they came near 
the halberts, a cat was given to the first man, who, 
having given a stroke to the culprit, threw down the 
cat and passed on. This was repeated by the whole 
regiment, each man giving hima lash. This, like- 
wise, being found objectionable, as degrading soldiers 
to executioners, has been likewise in a grcat measure 
left off, and the infliction of the punishment put into 
the hands of the drummers, under the inspection of 
the drum-major and adjutant; the first to see the 
halberts are properly fixed, the cats in order, that 
each drummer does his duty, and is properly relieved 
after having given twenty-five lashes. The surgeon 
is to take care that the prisoner docs not receive more 
lashes than he is able to bear without endangering 
his life, or injuring his constitution; and the adju- 
tant to cause the sentence of the court martial to be 
properly inflicted, and to oblige the drum-major to 
make his drummers do their duty. 

“ Whipping,” says Grose, ‘is almost the only cor. 
poral punishment now in use, This was formerly 
inflicted with switches; but for these thirly years, at 
least, except running the gauutlope, with what is 
called a cat-of-nine-tails, being a whip with nino 
lashes, each lash knotted with nine knots, This 
punishment is inflicted either by the soldiers or drum. 
mers of the regiment, according to the sentence of 
the court martial.” 


Whipping appears to have been used until a com. 





at the place of execution, after some short prayers, a 
cap or handkerchief being drawn over his eyes, he 
kneels down, and the execution party make ready, 
moving up within six or seven yards of him, and on 
@ signal given by him two-thirds of these present 
and fire; and if he should not be killed, as has some. 
times been the case, the reserve steps up close to 
him and put him out of misery. All the troops then 
march by the body, that, by the example, they may 
be deterred from a like offence. The recruits, in 
particular, are generally made to file off close to 
it.” 

At a subsequent period, I find the following prac. 
tice formed part of the ceremony of carrying the sen- 
tence of execution into effect. * After the criminal is 
declared to be dead by the surgeons who attend for the 
purpose, it is the custom to carry the mangled body 
three times round the parade, or place of execution, 
io order to render the example the morestriking, and 


paratively late period in hospitals and in lunatic asy- 
lums, as a remedial means or a necessary measure 
for promoting a due degree of discipline among pa. 
' tients, ‘1 observed,” says ‘Thunberg, “in this place 
(the Cape of Good Hope) what I never saw anywhere 
else, viz., that the attendants of the sick wero provi- 
ded with ropes’ ends, with which they now and then 
corrected turbulent patients. Mirum sane morborum 
remedium.” (-Lravels, gc., vol. 1, third edition, p. 
248.) It has been recorded, that in an establishment 
for the insane in France each patient received ten 
stripes daily; but, even in our own country, stripes, 
fetters, cold, darkness, and solitude, with the total 
absence of every bodily comfort, was, until lately, the 
established discipline of receptacles for lunatics. Phy- 
sical pain and moral misery were, it appears, long 
considered as specially calculated not only to repress 
vice and promote good conduct, but also to restore 
the unsound mind. 
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Of the many revolutions which have taken place 
in moderna times, there is none so remarkable as the 
change from the mere cejls of durance, with their 
apparatus of straw, whips, chains, and straight waist- 
coats, in which the lunatics were kept, to the palaces 
in which they now dwell, and the comfort they now 
enjoy. Inthe army, also, a great improvement has 
taken place in this respect; the cat-o’-nine tails is 
not now considered so indispensable and so efficacious 
a means of preserving discipline as it was formerly, 
other measures of a less revolting character having 
been found adequate to repress irregularities and en- 
force subordination. 

The punishment of the gauntlope, from which the 
more modern punishment of flogging in the army 
originated, had not been completely abandoned when 
Dr. Hamilton published his work, The Duties of a 





Regimental Surgeon Considered, in 1787, (second 





furnished with a small twisted cord or rope called a 
Knittle, having two or three knots upon it. The de- 
linquent is then stripped naked above the waist and 
brought to the gangway, where he receives one dozen 
from a boatswain’s mate. Next follows what may | 
be called a procession, which takes place between the 
two rows of men in the following order: Ist, A drum. 
mer, who beats the Rogue’s march, 2d. The master. 
at-arms, having a drawn cutlass under bis arm, with 
the point directed behind him towards the delinquent. 
3d, The culprit. 4th. The surgeon’s mate. The 
delinquent passes forward between the two rows of 
men on one side, and aft on the other, a certain num. 
ber of times, rarely exceeding three, during which 
every person lays on him with their knittles, All the 
officers are present at the punishment, and when the 
captain sees fit he directs the flogging to cease, 

The ordinary effects of the gauntlet are excessive 
tumefaction of the shoulders and ribs. The parts do 





edition, 1794.) ** Different regiments,” says he, ‘‘ use 
different methods of punishing. In some to run the 


|not usually ulcerate, but the sufferer is commonly 


gauntlet is customary. Here, instead of cats, rods | Some time on the sick list, being unfit for duty. 


of willow are made use of. The whole regiment are 
drawn up in a line two deep, face to face—every man 
is furnished with a willow. The prisoner runs naked 
the whole length of the line, and every man strikes 
as he passes. No regard can be paid in this way to 
the part they strike, hence the ribs as well as the 
shoulders are wounded.” While the delinquent runs, 
the drums beat at each end of the ranks; sometimes 
he runs three, five, or seven times along the line, ac- 
cording to the nature of the offence. The major of 
a regiment superintends the punishment, and takee 


care that every soldier does his duty. In 1805, when | 


Major James published the second edition of his Dic- | crease the punishment, have muskets tied to their 


tionary, this punishment had become unknown in 
the British army. 

Toe gauntlet is still employed in the Austrian 
army, it being the utmost secondary punishment to 
which a soldier is liable. The punishment “ consists 
in making the offender, who is naked to the waist, 
walk up and down a street formed of two rows of 
men, each of whom carries a switch of birch in his 
hand. The pace is left to the choice of the sufferer, 
who, however, generally prefers the ordinary march- 
mg time. The street of men is about one hundred 
yards long, and consists, in some cases, of two rows 
of one hundred and fifty men in each, facing one 
another.” The colonel of the regiment (not the lieu- 
tenant colonel) may, on his own authority, order an 
offender to run three times up and three times down 
a street formed of one hundred, instead of one hun- 
dred and fifiy men, on each side. A court martial 
may, according to one authority, sentence a man to 
pass the street six times up and six times down ; and 
by another authority, ten times up and ten times 
down, but not more. The punishment of the gaunt- 
let is chiefly inflicted for the crimes of desertion or 
theft. 

The punishment of the gauntlet, as I have seen it 
executed on board a man.-of-war, is conducted in the 
following manner: The whole ship’s crew is disposed 
in two rows, standing face to face, on both sides of 
the deck, so as to form a lane whereby to go forward 


Riding the wooden horse.—‘* The wooden horse,” 
says Grose, “ was formed of planks Jaid together so 
as to form a sharp ridge or angle, about eight or nine 
feetlong. ‘This ridge represented the back of a horse; 
it was supported by four posts, or legs, about six or 
seven feet long, placed on a stand, made moveable 
by trucks; to complete the resemblance, a head and 
tail were added. When a soldier or soldiers were 
sentenced by a court martial, or ordered by the com. 
manding officer of a corps to ride this horse, for both 
were practised, they were placed on the back with 
their hands tied behind them, and frequently, to in. 











‘legs to prevent, as was jocularly seid, their horse 
from kicking them off; this punishment being chiefly 
inflicted on the infantry, who are supposed unused 
ito ride.” According to the “old officer,” the pun. 
ishment of riding the wooden horse was sometimes 
inflicted in a very summary manner. “I have seen,” 
says he, ‘‘an officer led drunk between two men to 
his guard, who immediately called for his serjeant to 
inquire into the stato of it, who reported a man to 
him for being drunk. The officer, though he could 
scarcely speak to be undgrstood, ordered his brother 
drunkard to be set on the wooden horse as soon as 
he (the soldier) was sober, I dare say the serjeant 
thought that the officer should have been mounted 
with the soldier.” The cheval de bois was employed 
also in the French army, not only for soldiers, but 
for ladies of easy virtue who were caught in the bar- 
racks, 
This punishment is alluded to by Sir Walter Scott, 
in the 4th chapter of «Old Mortality,” where Halli- 
day says, ‘* We’ll have him to the guard-house and 
teach him to ride the colt foaled of an acorn, with a 
brace of carbines at each foot to keep him steady.” 
The picket.—‘‘ This punishment,” Captain Grose 
informs us, “was chiefly used by the cavalry and 
artillery; and in the former, often inflicted by the | 
order of a commanding officer, without the sentence 
of a court martial. The following was the mode of 
inflicting this punishment: A long post being driven 








on one side and aft on the other, each person being 


into the ground, the delinquent was ordered to mount 
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a stool near it, when his right hand was fastened to 
a hook in the post, by a noose round his wrist, drawn 
up as high as it could be stretched; a stump, the 
height of the stool, with its end cut to a round and 
blunt point, was then driven into the ground near 
the post before mentioned, and the stool being taken 
away, the bare heel of the sufferer was made to rest 
upon the stump, which, though it did not break the 
skin, put him to great torture; the only means of 
mitigation was by resting his weight upon his wrist, 
the pain of which soon became intolerable. Soldiers 
were frequently sentenced to stand on the picket for 
a quarter of an hour. This punishment, like the 
riding of the wooden horse, has been for sometime 
left off, it having lamed and ruptured many soldiers.” 
Dr. Hamilton (who published his work about the 
same time as Captain Grose) speaks of the picket and 





riding the wooden horse as being in use when he 


wrote. It continued to be employed for some years | 
after the commencement of the present century. I) 
have been informed by a medical officer, that in the | 


the present times,” says Captain Grose, “ having no- 
thing but their bodies, can only be punished corpo- 
really.” They were, however, indirectly liable to 
certain pecuniary fines, such as— 

Degradation —This is a punishment inflicted on 
non-commissioned officers, before they can receive 
any corporeal punishment except imprisonment. 

Markham (Epistles of War, 1622) informs us 
that this was one of the punishments of criminals. 
« When,” says he, «any common soldier shall com- 
mit a slight offence savoring either of carelessness, 
slothfulness, or baseness, then presently to take away 
his sword and make him a pioneer, which in times 
past I have known so hateful and intolerable toevery 
quick and understanding spirit, that they would have 
with more alacrity have run to the rack, the bolts, or 
strappado, nay even to death itself, rather than to 
the mortal degradation.” 

Suspension for a stated time.—This punishment is 
sometimes inflicted on non-commissioned officers ; 
and during its continuation, they receive only the 


years 1803 and 1804, when he was assistant surgeon pay of private men, the remainder being given to the 


to regiment of dragoons, he was frequently 
employed to superintend the infliction of the punish- 
ment of the picket. The punishment may be said 
to have been privately inflicted, no person being com- 
monly present in the riding-school when the chastise- 
ment took place but the delinquent, the sergeant ma- 
jor, and the medical officer, to whom was confided 
the discretionary power of deciding upon the length 
of time a man was to stand on the picket. In Spain, 
the picket was employed as one of the tortures of the 
Inquisition. 

Imprisonment.—“ Soldiers are sometimes,” says 
Captain Grose, “ confined by the sentence of a court 
martial for a short time in the black-hole, or locked 
up in a bread-and.water house, that is, a place of 
confinement, where they have no other nourishment 
but broad and water.” 

The punishment of imprisonment appears to have 
been sometimes employed as a means of oppression 
unwarranted by the usages of the service. During 
the month of October, 1787, a Major Browne, of the 
67th regiment, was tried by a court martial on a 
charge of cruelty to Thom@és Edwards, a private sol- 
dier. He was found guilty, not of cruelty, but of op. 
pression, and was sentenced to be suspended from 
pay and duty three hundred and nine days, the time 
during which he had confined the said soldier with- 
out trial], and he was also sentenced to pay the sol- 
dier £40. This is a very rare example of retributive 
justice in the army. 

Commissioned officers were at one time liable to 
be punished by fine and imprisonment; but both of 
these penalties have become obsolete as military pun- 
ishments. By the mutiny act, during the reign of 
George I, “an officer destroying the game shall for- 
feit £5 to the poor; and the commander-in-chief is 
to forfeit 10s. for every such offence committed by a 
soldier under his command.” At present, any officer 
who shall without leave take, kill, or destroy game, 
may be brought before a justice and fined the sum 
of £5. 

2d Crass. Pecuniary punishments,—* Soldiers of 








hospital. 





BLASTING OF THE ABBOT’S CLIFF AT 
DOVER. 

Another of those remarkable engineering opera- 
tions which have already attracted the public atten- 
tion, in connection with the South Eastern Railway, 
took place on Tuesday, April 18th, at a distance of 
about three miles to the westward of the town of Do. 
ver. In order to afford an outlet to the Abbot's 
Cliff Tunnel, and a platform on which the rail could 
be laid down between that and the Shakspeare tun- 
nel, it became necessary to remove a portion of the 
projecting cliff. From the success that had attended 
former operations of the kind, and especially the re- 
cent blast at Rounddown Cliff, it was resolved to 
remove it by the aid of gunpowder. 

The surface of the cliff acted upon by this explo- 
sion lay to the westward of the Rounddown Cliff, 
and its remaining cliff forms the face of the termi- 
nus of Abbot’s Cliff tunnel. It extended three hun- 
dred feet in length, and the height of that portion 
which was directly acted upon was two hundred 
feet. The object of the operation was to slice off, 
as it were, a large portion of this surface, so as 
to make that which was before rugged and uneven, 


‘and which projected far too much in the way of 


the proposed line along the side of the cliff, per- 
fectly flat and smooth, and fit to afford a sufficient 
platform for the road to be laid down upon, and to 
prepare the terminus of the tunnel. The “slice” 
to be removed varied in thickness, according to 
the extent to which the surface projected beyond 
that which would be convenient to the operations; 
at some points it was sixty feet, and at others thirty 
feet, and the quantity of powder introduced at the 
different parts was, therefore, proportioned to the 
thickness of cliff to be removed, regulated, of course, 
by the degree of resistance which, from the greater or 
less nearness of the surface to the chambers in which 
the powder was deposited, would be offered to the 
action of the powder. The quantity of powder in 
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each chamber was calculated according to the line 
of least resistance. Cubing the line of least resist- 
ance, one-half the number of feet is the number of 
ounces of powder used. The arrangements made for 
the introduction of the powder and the simultaneous 
ignition (it possible) of the different charges were 
simple, and, at the same time, ingenious in the ex- 
treme. There were altogether one hundred barrels 
of powder, or 10,000 pounds. This quantity was 
distributed in various proportions in fifteen different 
chambers, at nearly equal distances.. To form these 
chambers the rock was perforated at those nearly 
equal distances, and the different proportions of pow. | 
der were introduced on Saturday last, and “ tamped 
up” close. There were two separate lines of these 
chambers of powder, and therefore two series of 
charges; one being near the top of the cliff, about 
two hundred feet from the summit, the other about 
one hundred feet lower down. Thus a space of about 
one hundred and fifty feet from the bottom of the 
cliff remained altogether untoyched by the explosion, 
that being required as a platform for the road to run 
upon at the entrance of the tannel. The apparatus 
for igniting these different charges was placed to the 
eastward, about two thousand feet from the nearest, 
and about five hundred feet from the farthest cham- 
ber. It consisted of six batteries of twenty plates 
each, and by an ingenious invention of Mr. Hodges, 


the assistant to Mr, Wright, the resident engineer of | 


the line from Ashford to Dover, they were all fired 
simultaneously. Simple as the invention is it is not 
so easy to describe it on paper. Suppose a triangular | 
skeleton chair: what would be the seat of it is sus- 





pended by-a common string at the distance of about 


an inch or more from a framework beneath, (resting 
| 


on the legs of the chair,) in which are fixed the bat. 


burn down. This fuse was fired by Mr. Hodges, 
who had time to get away from the spot before the 


string was burnt. ‘The moment the string was sever- | 


} 
| 


ed by the flame, down went the upper framework, 
the voltaic action was performed, and the electric 
fluid communicated to the wires. These wires 
were two, one for the upper, the other for the lower 
range of chambers, each extending the whole length 
of the surface to be operated upon, and attached to 
them were other supplementary wires communicating 
with the chambers of powder. The ends of these 
additional wires were of course formed in the usual 
way, with a piece of platina wire affixed, which on 
being made red hot by the electric fluid ignited the 
gunpowder in what are called the bursting charges, 
(small portions of powder in cases surrounding the 
ends of these wires,) which again immediately fired 
the larger quantities of powder contained in the dif- 
ferent chambers. 

Thus, within a few moments after the ignition of 
the blue light, the upper framework of the skeleton 
chair above described fell down, the voltaic action 
was completed, and in almost an equal period of time 








the explosion was effected. And yet how remote to 
all appearance the connection between the burning 
of a short piece of string (a foot long) and the fall of 
that immense mass of cliff! 

The operations at the Rounddown Cliff were car. 
ried on under the advice of General Pasley and Lieu- 
tenant Hutchinson, who also took a great interest in 
the proceedings on the present occasion; but the 
whole of the arrangements for the explosion of to. 
day were under the control of Mr. Wright, the engi- 
neer, assisted by Mr. Hodges, as already mentioned. 
As far as the practical effect of the operation was 
concerned all was successful; ‘but as a mere sight 
the affair was unfortunate, in consequence of the 
thick fog that hung over the cliff, and made it im. 
possible to see the actual fall. 

At four o’clock, the hour appointed for the blast, 
many thousand persons were collected to witness it, 
but the thick fog obscured all. I took a boat, and 
approached as near to the shore as was allowed, but 
could see no more than the crumbling mass falling 
down into the water beneath, with a sound resembling 
the roar of artillery heard at a distance, and the noise 
of the surge breaking on the sea shore. In respect 
of the noise created, this explosion differed from that 
at the Rounddown Cliff. * There no noise whatever 
was to be heard, or scarcely any, and the mass of 
rock glided almost silently into the sea like a mighty 
wave; but in the Abbot’s Cliff blast there was much 
more noise, and it was more prolonged. 

Those who were on the cliff were sensible of a 
shock a few moments before the detached portions of 
the cliff fell. Explosion is an inappropriate term to 
use ; for, in fact, as far as hearing is concerned, there 
is nothing of the sort; the operation of the powder 


,is internal, and the effect only known by the fall of 
teries and connecting wires. Immediately under the | the 
string which suspends the other portion of the bat. 
tery is placed a circular trough, in which there is! 


| 
' 


a “blue” light. Through this light is passed a’ 
fuse, twelve feet long, and taking some minutes ns 


fragments, Mr. Hodges, the assistant engineer, 
fired the fuse in connection with the battery, He had 
four minutes in which to get away, but had calcula. 
ted that he could run down the ladder in two and a 
half. He was the last person who left the range of 
the batteries. 

Beside the multitude of persons collected on the 
cliffs and on the adjacent shore, the sea was covered 
with boats of all sizes and shapes. ‘There were also 
two large steamboats filled with visitors, 

Although in consequence of the thick fog or mist 
the spectators were deprived of much of the gratifi- 
cation which such a sight would have afforded, the 
operation, in a scientific point of view, was held to 
be decidedly successful. All the chambers of pow. 
der were ignited simultaneously, or nearly so, and 
the immense mass of disturbed chalk and earth fell 
slowly and equably into the sea. The exact results, 
however, cannot of course yet be ascertained.— 
Times. 





British ExeLtorinc Expepition.—We learn from 
a slip from our attentive correspondent of the Peo. 
ples’ Advocate, New London, that H. B. M. ships 
Erebus and Terror were at St. Helena, May 20, 
bound to Ascension, Brazil, and England. These 
ships have been absent three years, exploring, and 
had penetrated to latitude 78° 10’ south. 
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Domestic Wiscellany. has been entirely abandoned here, and the safer ex. 
——— | pedient of the dry-dock substituted for it. 


LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE) The difficulty would be in no degree relieved by 
NAVY RELATIVE TO THE REMOVAL OF |i), expedients suggested in the report of the com. 


THE FRANKLIN. mittee of the Common Council. As to the sectional 
ee ae dock, it certainly does not possess the requisite lift- 

Navy Derartuent, July 3, 1543. ing power for the ship as she now is. - Its available 

Sir: I had the honor, on my return to this city, to power, as stated by the committee, is only 1,700 tons, 
receive your letter of the 10th June, covering a copy and the weight of the Franklin, when new, was 1,800 
of the proceedings of the Common Council of the) tons, She is much heavier at this time. Thus there 
city of New York, in relation to the contemplated is a deficit of 100 tons of power in the sectional deck. 
removal of the Franklin. My engagements have! 1, expedient of cutting the Franklin down before 
she is placed on the dock. Even if it were free from 
other objections, would not supply this deficiency and 
‘leave any thing like a safe surplus of lifting power. 
The calculations of the committee are vertainly far 
too large. The cutting down would not reduce her 


ed by no other consideration than that of a due regard weight to 1,200 tons, as they suppose, nor to less than 
to the public interest. I well know that there is in|) 55 tons 


New York and Brooklyn all the mechanical skill ne- | 
cessary for such a work; and I certainly feel every | 





munication impossible. 

I beg leave to assure you, sir, and through you the 
Commun Council of the city of New York, that, in 
directing the removal of the Franklin, I was govern. 








Thus the sectional dock wovld be unavailable, 
desi lov that ekill 7 ; ‘under any circumstances. This has been in effect 
Atsinieegncig Aonanetentigtadae man tis distinctly admitted by Mr. Dakin, in repeated conver- 


far as my own public duty will allow. If it had = | sations with me and other officers of this Department. 
peared to _ that the Franklin could be placed in | He has always said that his dock would require addi- 
proper condition for repairs in Brooklyn, without too! 4;,,4) sections, in order to take up a seventy-four 
much cost, and with safety to the vessel, I should | van ship. 


never have thought of sending her away. I did not)” But the plan of euttiag the ship down while afloat 
resolve on that course without full inquiry, nor with- | cannot be admitted. In the first place, it would be 


out the most satisfactory proof that a due regard to uch more inconvenient and difficult to do this afloat 


the public interest required the adoption of it. I! yian in dock, and of course more expensive. But it 


have acted upon the unanimous opinions of all those 5. |. ot certain that it will be deemed wise to cut her 
counsellers to whom the law presumes that I will | gown at all. Whether it will or not must depend on 
look for safe counsel in all such cases, and who are! the condition in which her timbers may be found, 
placed in this Department with that very view. The! Jhon che shall be stripped. The Department cannot 
following considerations have governed me: | deny itself the liberty of choosing whatever course in 


1. There is not at New York or Brooklyn any’ this respect the public interest may seem to require. 
dock belonging te the public at which a ship-of-the-|  Pyq expediency of constructing a cradle for the 
liae can be repaired. _The Government hes provided | .)i5 need not to be examined, since it is recemmend- 
two establishments of that sort—one at Gosport and ed only on the supposition that she can be taken out 
Pen pa ee alate oat [ pak justify _of water on a floating dock. As that is shown to be 
al which nice cased cua aaa | ig 2 bssegmom Agtya ager ise. 
purpose, and resorting, without necessity, to other | ae a ng > guungy o Oo ence 

, 7 ’ _of which that is a necessary part, 
expedients. | 3. The various expedients suggested aro, to say 

2. No other expedient can, with any degreo of, the least of them, of very doubtful practicability, and 
prudence be adopted. I have no doubt at all that) for that reason alone, ought not to be adopted with- 
the Franklin can, by a proper combination of me=| out obvious necessity. Too much public property 
chanical powers, be drawn out of water, and placed | is at stake to be made the subject of unnecessary ex- 
Swe under a ship house. This could be done, ; periments. But even if it were otherwise, the retain. 
if her weight were twenty times what it is; but could ing of the ship in New York could not be justified. 
at be safely or cheaply done? On this point my own) A single glance at the plans proposed will convince 
nyu-apguaenes has been strengthened by the concurring any one that they cannot be carried into execution, 
opinions of many skilful, practical, and scientific lexcept at an enormous expense. Why should this 
men, to whom I have referred the subject. They all expense be incurred? What justification could the 
agree that the strain which must be applied would Secretary of tho Navy plead, for incurring any ex- 
greatly injure, even if it would not destroy, a ship 80 pense whatever, over and above the absolute require- 
heavy and so old asthe Franklin. A similar attempt| ments of the public service? The ship is now pre- 
has been made in England. It was tried with the pared to go to Boston; no further expense is neces. 
ship Kent, about the size of the Franklin, and was sary to fit her for that voyage. The cost of sending 
attended with such injury to the vessel, and such | her there will be only the difference between the 


enormous expense, that no similar experiment has 
since been thought of. In our own country it has 
been tried, on a marine rail-way constructed for the 
express purpose; bul that means of repairing vessels 


“waiting orders” and duty pay of a few officers for a 
few days, and the hire of one or two steamboats to 
tow her. All this will amount to a mere trifle ; to 





not a twentieth part of the hire of a floating doek and 
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of all the costly contrivances suggested by the com. | now in progress, is not the fault of this Deparrtment; 
mittee. And all the work which is to be done after nor of him who has charge of it. It is well known 
her arrival in Boston can be as cheaply done there that I have recommended and urged the completion 
as in Brooklyn. ‘of that important work, without delay, That it hae 
4. But this is not all. Even if she should be re.| been stopped altogether is attributable only to the 
paired in Brooklyn, she must be sent to a dry-dock fact, that certain citizens of New York have endea. 
to be coppered. Although a ship may bo, and some. vored to substitute for it their contrivances which 
times is, coppered on her ways, yet it is considered they considered better. I doubt not that Congress 
hazardous to copper a heavy ship until after she is will, at its next session, provide for the prosecution 
launched, because there is danger the copper will be | of the work. In the meantime, there is little danger 
torn in the process, Thus the expense of sending that any inference will be drawn, unfavorable to the 
the Franklin to Boston must, at all events, be incur. known and acknowledged greatness of New York, 
red, and should not be taken into the estimate of the in all that appertains to the mechanical arts, 
comparative cost of repairing her there or in Brook-| I certainly feel as deeply as any one can feel, any 
lyn. Paar that is made to me in behalf of suffering me. 
5. But there is a still further chjeetion which, in chanics, I know the value of that class of men, and 
view of the public interest, you will admit to be con. have ever been desirous and prompt to serve them, 
clusive, No vessel is ever launched without more | by all lawfal and proper means. I have also a very 
or less injury. There is a point of time when she is| high opinion of the science and mechanical skill ot 
not supported either by the ways or the water; and that class of persons in New York, and should feel 
at that moment she is always injured in some degree. | as sincere pleasure in doing any thing for their relief, 
A long and heavy vessel is almost invariably hogged, as tor the relief of any other class in that or any 
by which she is both disfigured and weakened, Thi | place. But I am not at liberty to indulge my per. 
was the case with the Franklin; and she shows it to| sonal feelings in a matter of this sort. I have a high 
this day. Why then should she again be put on | public duty to perform; a duty which I owe to the 
ways, and again subjected to similar injury? If she| whole country, and which I must discharge with a 
be put ina walled dock, her present crook may be! view to the interests of the whole country. If the 
corrected; whereas if she be again carried through | proper and faithful discharge of this duty should in 
the process by which that crook was produced, it! any case operate unfavorably upon any person or 








a 





will undoubtedly be increased, to the serious detri- 
ment of the ship. I have no right, as a public offi- 
cer, to hesitate a moment between such alternatives 
as are here presented. 

The idea of the committee that the removal of the 
Franklin “ would inflict an unjust reproach upon the 
city, by conveying the false impression that it is des- 
titute of the means of repairing aship-of-war,” is one 
in which I find it dificult to concur. Ships-of-war 
are often “repaired” in Brooklyn, and the public who 
see this will scarcely infer that it cannot be done, | 


class of persons, it will certainly be cause of regret ; 
but in that as in other cases, under the operation of 
our institutions, the partial evil must be borne, for 
the sake of the general good. And in the present 
instance, I have the consolation to know that the 
small expenditure which will be required for the 
Franklin, cannot be of much importance to the nu- 
merous body of mechanics in New York, where en- 
terprise of every sort is daily demanding skill and 
[indatry in all the callings of life. The committee 
have greatly overrated that expenditure, It will not 





from the mere fact that a repair of a particular kind| be half as much in amount as the monthly charities 
may be better done elsewhere. he only inferences | of the mechanics of New York. Their interests are 
which can be drawn from the removal of the Frank. | too vast.and extended to be seriously affected be so 


lin are certain facts, already known to the whole’ 


country. It is known that ships-of-war are best re- 


paired in dry-docks, of some sort or other; it is) 
known that the Government has no sneh dock in| 


New York, and that it has such a one in Boston, 
is the most natural thing in the world that the Go. 
verntnent sliould use the facilities which it has pro. 
vided for itself; and no one can infer from that fact 
any thing unfavorable to those parts of the country 
in which no such public establishments are found. 
As well might Philadelphia have complained that the 
Pennsylvania, which was built at her navy-yard, was 
sent to Norfolk to be coppered; as well might New 
Orleans, and Charlestown, and Baltimore, complain 
that ships-of-war are not repaired in their ports, It 
is not expected that Government will have a dry- 
dock in every considerable town in the country,— 
New York is certainly entitled to ono, but she has not 
one now. This is the single fact upon which this 
Department has acted, in the case of the Franklin. 
That the dock already projected at Brooklyn is not 


Tt 


sma}] a matter. 

In conclusion, sir, I can only express my regret 
that the Common Council of New York should have 
seen, in the circumstances of this case, any reason to 
take such strong ground against the legitimate action 
of one of the Departments of Government, And I 
equally regret, that this Department has found it 
necessary, in the faithful discharge of its public duty, 
to go counter to the wishes of any portion of the 
people. But that public duty can look to no private 
interests, nor admit of any compromises, The very 
mechanics for whose especial interest you invoke its 
action, would have the best reason to feel distrust 
and alarm if a great public trust, created for the bene- 
fit of all, should lend itself, under such circumstances 
as are here presented, to the peculiar interests of a 
few. The best intercst of all will be found only in 
a just and impartial administration of the powers of 
Government, in all cases whatsoever, In this sen. 
timent I doubt not that you, sir, and the Common 
Council and the mechanics of New York, will cou. 
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cur; and | have as little doubt that upon a calm re- 
view of the whole’ case, the course which I have 
deemed it my duty to pursue will be fully approved. 
1 am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. P. UPSHUR. 
Hon, Rosert Morris, Mayor of New York. 





PROCEEDINGS OF A MEETING OF THE 
WORKING.MEN OF THE WASHINGTON 
NAVY-.YARD. 





Correspondence of the Baltimore Sun. 

Wasuineton, July 15. 

A large and respectable meeting of the working. | 
men of the Washington navy-yard was held last eve- 
ning in the hall of the Anacostia engine-house. Mr. 
Jared Greenfield was called to the chair, and Mr, 
Charles Gordon appointed secretary. ‘The object of 
the meeting having been stated by the Chair, a com. | 








yard,” to present you with the enclosed copy of 
certain resolutions, adopted by the mechanics, on 
Friday evening last, most cheerfully, sir, perform the 
duty assigned them; adding only an expression of 
their hearty concurrence and gratification at the 
high sense of gratitude evinced by so large a body 
of men, on that occasion. 


Witiram M. Exuis, 
James A. Gorpon, { Comite. 
Francis REixxy, 


Replies of Mr. Secretary Upshur and Captain B. 
Kennon. 
Navy Deparrmenr. July 18, 1843. 

GenTLemEN: I have received your polite and kind 
comimunication of the 17th, enclosing a copy of the 
resolutions of the working men of the Washington 
navy-yard. ne 

For this flattering manifestation of their favorable 


mittee, consisting of Messrs. William M. Ellis, James | opinion, I return my sincere thanks. I have been, 
A. Gordon, and Francis Reilly, was appointed to 48 they do me the justice to suppose, sincerely desi. 
draft resolutions. The committee, after an absence '0US to promote their true interests, and to bring 
of a few minutes, returned, and reported the follow. | 4g4in into deserved notice and regard the navy-yard 
ing resolutions, which were enthusiastically received | # this place. It is among the most important esta- 


and unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That our acknowledgments are due, and | 
they are hereby respectfully tendered to the Hon. A. 
P. Upshur, late Secretary of the Navy, for his un. 
tiring devotion in improving the condition of, and | 
increasing that important arm of the Government, 
(the navy,) and for the adoption of many invaluable 
discoveries, which cannot fail to promote its inte- 
rests, whilst they adorn tlie brow of American inge. | 
nvity with unfading laurels. 

Resolved, That in the laudable conduct of Mr. 
Upshur, so eminently displayed in resuscitating the | 
Washington navy-yard, he has not only afforded em. | 
ployment to many of our citizens, but has been in- | 
strumental in bringing some hundreds of worthy and | 
skilful workmen from various sections of the coun. | 
try to unite, daily, in the merry music of the me- | 
chanic. We hail him as the friend of working-men, | 
and our best wishes follow him into the “ State,” or, 
any other ‘‘ department” of life. 

Resolved, ‘That, deeply impressed, as we are, with 
a sense of the uniform kindness of our late comman. 
dant, Captain Beverly Kennon, his officer-like con. | 
duct and strict discipline, combined with impartial 
justice, we avail ourselves of the present opportunity 
to tender him our heartfelt acknowledgments, and | 
an expression of our high appreciation of his worth | 
as an Officer and a gentleman. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed 
to present the Hon. A. P. Upshur and Captain Be- 
verly Kennon with a copy of the foregoing resolu- 
tions. Whereupon, Messrs. Ellis, J. A. Gordon, and 
Reilly, were appointed said committee, 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be 
published in all the city newspapers and in the Bal. 
timore Sun. And then the meeting adjourned. 


Wasuineton City Navy Yarp, 
July 17, 1843. 


Sin: The undersigned, being a committee ap. 


blishinents in the country, and it gives me pleasure 
to say that the admirable manner in which all its 
operations have been conducted, has rapidly extend. 
ed its reputation, I assure you, gentlemen, and 
through you all the working men at the yard, that I 
shall never cease to fee] a deep and sincere interest 
in their welfare; and in retiring from this Depart. 


ment I shall carry with me a grateful sense of the 


high and gratifying testimonial of their approbation 


and esteem, which you have done me the honor to 


transmit to me. 

I am, very respectfully, gentlemen, your ob’t serv’t, 

A. P. UPSHUR. 

Messrs. Extis, Gorvon, and Reitiy, Navy-yard, 

Washington. 
Wasuineton Crry, July 17, 1843. 

GentLemen: T was much gratified to-day by the 
flattering communication you made me at the in- 
stance of “the working men of the Washington 
navy-yard” who, at a recent meeting did me the 
honor to pass some very kind and complimentary 
resolutions expressive of their good feeling towards 
me, as well as their approbation of my deportment 
to them, and my manner of discharging my duty 
while in command of the Washington navy-yard ; 
and which were signed by Mr. Jared Greenfield, as 
chairman, and Charles Gordon, as secretary. 

Disagreements are so frequent between military 
men and civilians, when associated (on duty) to. 
gether, (oftentimes growing out of mutual mistakes 
and misconceptions,) that I had almost resolved, at 
one period of my life, never to place myself in such 
a position if I could avoid it. I entered, therefore, 
upon the command of the Washington navy-yard 
with some misgivings that all might not go well 
between me and those worthy citizens, then strangers 
to me, with whom I was about to be associated on 
duty. But the result has proven how groundless my 
apprehensions were, and I beg you to be assured, and 





pointed on behalf of the “ working men of the navy- 


to assure those you represent, that I do, and ever 
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shall look vack to the time referred to as the most 
agreeable period of my professional life. 

The prompt, cheerful, and faithful discharge of 
their duty by the working men of the Washington 
navy-yard, their orderly conduct, and respectful be- 
havior to me and my officers, rendered my path of 
duty sinooth and pleasant. 











I beg leave, gentlemen, to offer to you and to them 
my grateful ackuowledgment for the compliment you 
have paid me, and to assure you all of my unfeigned , 
respect and attachment. | 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

: B. KENNON, 

To Messrs. Wu. M. Exxis, James A. Gorpon, and 
Francis Reitty, Committee. 


Tue Oration or GENERAL Cass at the celebration 





of the completion of the Wabash and Erie Canal on | 
the fourth instant, is published in the Globe of ‘Thurs. 
day. ‘The following passage is worthy to be noted, 
in consideration of the political position now occu. 
pied by General Cass: 

Perhaps, while I address you, measures are in pro- 
gress to wrest from us our territory west of the Rocky 
Mountains, Island atter island, country after coun- 





servations are taken uniformly with the greatest 
care at sunrise, at 2 P. M., at sunset, and at 9 P. M. 
If the observations in Carolina had been made in 
the city of Charleston instead of on Sullivan’s 
Island, we are inclined to believe that they would 
have exhibited the lowest average range of tempera- 
ture at this place. 

The tables are so difficult to set up, that we give 


ithe results as ascertained by adding the several co- 


lums of observations together for the thirty days, 
and then taking the mean of the whole. The dazly 
mean for this post was 78.56° of Fahrenheit’s ther. 
mometer, and for Charleston was 76.44°. The mean 
of the observations here at sunrise, 2 o’clock P. M., 
sunset, and 9 P. M., was 72.86°, 84.19, 80°, and 
77.3°. The corresponding means at Fort Moultrie 
were 76.10°,77.28°, 80.019, and 74.11°. Here the 


| lowest temperature was at sunrise, on the lst June, 


62°; the highest at 2 P. M. on the 30th, 90°. At 


| Fort Moultrie the lowest temperature was 71° at 


sunrise on the Ist of June, and the highest was 84° 
on the afternoon of the 30th. 

‘Lhe downfall of rain during the month in Savan- 
nah was 5 inches 6’ 9’.—Savannah Republican. 





try, are falling before the ambition of England. She Cincinatt: AstronomicaL Society,—A meeting of 
is planting her standard wherever there is a people this association was held last week, at whith Prof. 
to he subdued, or the fruits of their industry to be’ yjjtchell reported several plans for an Observatory, 
secured. With professions of philanthropy, she pur- | and informed the meeting that he had already pro- 
rues the designs of ambition ; and she is encircling cured additional subscriptions towards its erection, 
the globe with her stations wherever she can best ac. | amounting to $2,000. The society resolved, unani- 
complish her scheme of aggrandisewent. It is my! mously, to adopt the more elegant plan, and in ap- 
deliberate opinion that no nation, since the fall of | probation of it many persons went forward and sub. 
the Roman power, has displayed greater disregard for scribed as stockholders. The probable expense of 


the rights of others, or more boldly aimed at univer-! thy building, on the plan adopted, will be between 
sal domination. Our claim to the country west of the! $2,500 and $3,000. 


Rocky Mountains is as undeniable av our right to, Prof. Mitcne Lt. was instructed, by a unanimous 


Bunker Hill or to New Orleans; and who will call’ votv, to visit the Hon. Joun Quincy Avams, and in- 
in question our title to these blood-stained fields? yite him, in the name of the society, to deliver the 
And I trust it will be maintained with a vigor and’ address at the laying of the corner stone of the Ob. 
promptitude equal to its justice. War is a great evil, servatory. ‘he ceremony will, it is thought, take 
but not so great as national dishonor. Little is gained | place during the approaching autumn. 

by yielding to insolent and unjust pretensions, It is! f a 
better to defend the first inch of territory than the| From the Bosiou Post. 

last. Far better, in dealing with England, to resist! See Incenorev.--Mr, Peter haat of Gis 
aggression, whether of territory, of impressment, or Sty, Bee completed the ‘modol of ‘an entively west 
of search, when first attempted, than to yield, in the! plan for propelling vessels through the water, It ie 
hope that forbearance will be met in a just spirit, | *Pplied maine —en lap-streaked or clinker-built 
and will lead to an amicable compromise. Let us| bent of wit: feet in length and five foot poem 
have no red lines upon the map of Oregon. Let us| This boat is perfectly flat-floored amidships, about 
hold on to the integrity of our just claim; and if war | oa feet tore and aft, but Cee forward and aft 
comes, be it so. Ido not myself believe it will be like any other boat. She in, prepasted ‘by tue tay. 
long avoided, unless prevented by intestine difficul. zontal wheels, encased in the bottom, about four 
ties in the British empire. And woe be to us if we feat qpart, smnideling; the-one bate SEe Nea 








flatter ourselves it can be arrested by any system of 
concession; of al] delusions, this wouid be the most 
fatal, and we should awake froin it a dishonored, ir| 
not a ruined people.” 








Diary OF THE WEATHER AT OGLETHORPE Barracks 
anp at Fort Mou.rri£€ ror THE MONTH oF JUNE, 
1843.—We have been favored with a comparative 
diary of the weather for June at the two places 
above named, as registered in the hospital depart- 
ment of the army at both those stations. The ob. 





opposite each other, like those of Lieut. Hunter's. 
The floats or cogs of these wheels are secured by 
hinges, and at the inner or central] extremes have 
small rollers, which act on an inclined plane; that, 
also, revolves with the main wheel, and are succes. 
sively forced down at the angles of purehase; and 
when they have passed these points, offer no resist. 
ance whatever—so that there are never more than 
two or three floats of each wheel in play at the same 
time, the others being folded up in a line with the 
surface of the boat’s bottom. The floats of the after 
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wheel propel at angles on the larboard side, and 
tbose of the forward one on the starboard. The 
axles or spindles of the wheels rise perpendicularly 
in the centre of the boat, and have horizontal cogs 
on their upper extremes, to which are applied other 
cogs that act perpendicularly, and are worked with 
cranks at both sides on the same plan as winches. 

These cranks are connected on both sides, so that 
one movement sets both propellers in motion, Around 
the axles or spindles of the wheels are springs, which 
control the revolving inclined plane that acts on the 
floats, and indicators which show the precise action 
of the propellers, By having perfect control of the 
floats, any motion can be given to the boat without 
reversing the engines. The whole interior appara- 
tus occupies a superficies somewhat less than six feet ; 
and although, in the present case, the apparatus is 
raised high enough to admit of being worked by 
winches, yet, when applied to a ship, and worked 
by steam, it will lie nearer the bottom and occupy 
lees space than is required for the same purpose 
according to any other plan that has yet been 
adopted. 

Last Wednesday afternoon the boat, with five men 
in her, four of them to work the winches and one to 
steer and attend the machinery, was made to perform 
a variety of maneuvres with complete success. She 
was propelled ahead at the rate of five knots per 
hour; then astern, next described a complete circle, 
her length forming the semi-diameter or radius as 
she revolved. She was next propelled broadside on 
about one hundred yards; the rudder was then un- 
shipped, and she was then steered through the me. 
dium of her floats alone with the utmost truth, clearly 
demonstrating that the rudder was little more than 
a useless appendage ; and, let it be borne in mind, 
that, throughout all these maneuvres, the propellers 
were never once reversed, but kept revolving in one 
direction. 

Several scientific gentlemen who witnessed these 
experiments expressed themselves highly pleased with 
the results. Mr. Lear himself, who is undoubtedly 
the best judge, is convinced that the principle ap- 
plied to steamers will give greater speed than any of 
the plans now in use. 
vantages of Lieutenant Hunter’s in vessels of war, 
without having recourse to any peculiar model for 
its application. It can be applied to a wall-sided 
‘down easter,” or a round sided frigate. All that is 
required is a flat floor in the wake of the propellers. 
But the other advantages of Mr. Lear’s invention, 
(if successful on a large seale,) such as bringing a 
vessel round in her own length, propelling her 
broadside on, steering her, &c., will be without par- 
allel in the history of steam navigation. 





New anv Hicuty Improvep Steering Wueet.— 
We have seen a model of a steering wheel with a 
traversing tiller head, which, for power, utility, and 
convenience is far superior to any thing of the kind 
that has heretofore been in use. It is the invention 


of Philip T. Share, of the firm of Jos. Share & Son, 
and has, we understand, been offered to the Navy 
Department, after having been fully tried and proved 
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on board of the ship Susan E. Howell, the largest 
merchant ship out of Baltimore, during the last 
twenty-two months. ‘The wheel, which is mounted 
similar to the common steering wheel, has two pur. 
chase barrels on the wheel shaft, and are each so 
geared that they revolve in different directions, by 
which means the tiller ropes on each side are con. 
tinually kept tight, and thereby prevents those heavy 
surges by which the wheel-man is so often thrown 
and injured. The geaing of the barrels is very neatly 
covered and concealed from the weather and from 
view. The head of the tiller is morticed so as to 
leave a slot sufficient to admit a roler connected with 
a box or band extending over the head, and to which 
box or band are on either side attached the tiller rope; 
the same, being free from the. tiller, is permitted to 
move so as to cause the tiller rope to act at all times 
in direct a line, thus releasing both the tiller and tiller 
rope from unnecessary strain; and can be managed 
by one person with more ease than the ordinary wheel 
can by three, and is geared so as to work the barrel 
by a pinion and driving wheel.—Baltimore Ameri- 
can. 








Jerrrey’s Marine Giue.—The masters of ships 
trading to hot climates have found that, notwith- 
standing all the trouble and charge that they put 
themselveg to in order to protect tLeir vessels’ decks 
and topsides from syffering by the influence of tho 
sun, they have not been able to preserve either effec- 


tually. Leakage, for a time, on going to sea, is the 


well-known consequence, and partial damage fre- 
quently follows, to the mortification of those whose 
daily attention has been for weeks, perhaps months, 
devoted to matting, and wetting, and shading the 
vessel’s sides and decks, in the hope of keeping the 
pitch in her seams, and her planks from shrinking. 
It appears, however, that a preventive is discovered 


/j2 a composition, te adhesive qualities of which 


His invention has all the ad. | 





have borne such astonishing trials lately at the roya} 
dock-yards, It is called glue. “ Ht will not liquify 
by solar heat ; is available iv heu of pitch ; seams paid 
with it will not leak, and if used on deck it is not lia. 
ble to be trodden eut as pitch is. It contracts when 
the planks to which it is applied are swollen by wa. 
ter, and expands when they shrink.” It has been 
einployed in scarphing spars, and the scarphs so made 
have withstood all sorts of trials, It may be used 
instead of copper, as water has no effect upon it; and 
as it is capable of being rendered destructive to ani- 
mal life, it is a defence against the worm, or teredo 
navalis, and may be used to advantage on boats’ bot- 
toms. In short, this composition, Jeffrey’s Marine 
Glue, may be turned to serviceable account in so 
many ways on board ship, that we do not seruple to 
recommend it to the attention of the marine.—Len- 
don Shipping Gazeite, June 19. 





It is intended to carry the bore of the Artesian 
well, in the Jardine des Plantes, at Paris, tothe depth 
of 900 metres, (about 3,000 feet, or over half a mile,) 
in the hope of procuring water warm enough te wa- 
ter the hot-houses, and warm the menagerie and hes- 
pitals. 
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Coincipence.—We were struck the other day, in z= 3 = 3 5 
looking at a work called the ‘ Lives ef the Presi- 5 = 3 2 é > 
dents,” with a few curious coincidences of numbers Fs 3 ay Fe5s = 
which relate to the line of five Presidents, beginning SF st Ee ic 
and ending with an Adams. Here is a table, for in- - Fg ° Py b 
stance, of the periods in which they were born and aa = co © Go & co Go Go own to wo 4 
went out of office : . = 2 POPUP UPS eP . 
Born. Retired. <¢it FFSERSSSR E55 = 
1735, John Adams, - - - - - 1801 2°53  BSESBSEsseees a 
on > < Geo om Ge be te be aa 2) a ee a ter. ~ 
1743, ‘Thomas Jefferson, - .« «+ -)80. = z 33222335883 Barometer 3 
1751, James Madison, . - - - 1817. 7 2 | 18 
Ge x ~ | 
1759, James Monroe, - - - - 1825. Py g BARZOVSAISSS a. | 4 | 
1767, John Quincy Adams, - - 1829. > eo - - ial du 
eagle o ™ | S82SSsS2SaRz2 | Sun. s| 7 2 
Now, it will be seen by this, that Jefferson was! ¢ =. | 6 Bia 6 
: : : . 12. | me f || = 
born just eight years after his predecessor Adams ; t 5 | (eSeneeengte [ra | o| 5 Q 
Madison eight years after his predecessor Jefferson;|* . 2 | % | 4 = 
Monroe eight years after Madison ; and John Quincy = | SABQBSLASSSA | shaae a 4 = 
Adams eight years after Monroe. Another curious| | . ¢) ae ay ‘ | = nS 
; , vo 
fact to be observed is, that Adains was just sixty-six ES | zeseeeseceze |w. sana 5 e, 
years old when he retired; Jetferson was sixty-six;| , JW. | “ a ms 
Madison was sixty-six; Monroe was sixty-six, and ta | BESk,SSSSSIg_ | Dew Point. = A 
John Quincy Adains, had he been elected toa second) , om | ¢ a ‘ 
tern, would have been sixty-six. Adams, Jefferson,| FF | eee 5 E fe e g 5 a 
and Monroe all died on the 4th of July —N. Y. Post.| , 7° | Fer 2 2°22 ef a aie 
zzige “3 Fe § eS 3 
or 6 | =. ° lo) 
American Tars Asroap.—A correspondent of the) * 7 J P fa >) 
New York Evening Post states that Admiral Brown! 9 °° | ,.. pre... . » | Portion on 
3 Www 2YeS SOCNOUaBO cloudy. : 
who for many years past has been the life and soul; © A @ ZonpeZazZorzrer ~ 
y e 7 > i = . . ty 2° ae _ 
of the Buenos Ayrean navy, wae born in one of the | $ aw 8 | 25 os sq? gS : = 
Eastern sea-purts of the United States, whence he | os eo ts < 5 
sailed in a whale ship, and in due time rose to the | = — sors = 
rank of commander. His parents were natives of a S25 S357 2 
Ireland. Commodore Coe, who commanded the | . af Bs 
Montevidean Navy, is also an American, a native of | bintite | Rain, inches. 
New Jersey. Admiral Wooster, who for a long === —= - 
, be 34562935 & 
time commanded the Chilian navy, and does now, sez fe 5.68 2 
for aught we know to the contrary, is an American,’ 3 5 & bess bin ye De 
sf a =” a eye se 
and hailed from New Haven. Commodore Moore, - S35 ve refs -e° “9 = = & 
who commands the Texan navy, or recently did, is & 3 = ‘3 3 & B&F = a 
an American, from the District of Columbia. > « fle ates é = 
; o e os to MW WWW WH ts 5 
| § | Sprprprpy>x> 
CavaLry.—Aimong the propositions mentioned by => 3 Zeueezzezzzzez g 
the Hon. John Moore, in his short address to the | 2 te Seeaseaueeas 4 
‘ ; : _ : os” ins = oOo SSESessresscrses | > 
whig meeting in Natchitoches, and which are infact © ™ | Se¥hes E3352 | Barometer. | ® fo 
: : : = pa £3% a 3S OSnwnseoaa ! ° net 
so many pledges, it must be borne in mind thathe $5 = Fa NUNS SSS Sa a = 
= - } 4 Om on Wun NN mm Re 
not only expressed his regret at the reduction of the & | Bard idk Ts. -? | Ananth. 4 . = 
corps, now in‘service at Fort Jesup, from cavalry to! ¥ | SeSeseeusze2 | Sun. a 5 8 
A — | dba of ° 
rifle service, but that he declared the usefulness and 2 | BSetetssee FI [and z FI ~ 
actual necessity of cavalry troops at that station,; >'O'> & aa : zie 
. . . . = i Cunt aNnaAwonrtnn~aon~ be A m | 
both as it respects the frontier service, and also the | ww Hh Biswenier cs by “eer. | Shade. | 3 5 = 
ti So es * Fs 
prompt movements whieh frecpe aay be called upon or Sus | Sess SEE DEE | w aon? Pe ot 
to execute, in certain contingencies of a local nature, = be 3 3 ESSE 323 e3 are 
and his firm determination, if elected, of bestowing Dw aeeneroecns | Dew Point. | 2 © . 
his best exertions to effect their restoration as aj * ~ res 2. cSSeaEsES 4 q re 
mounted corps. Our friends in the neighborhood of = ~ d ca 5&5 z5 = 2 B 85 
Fort Jesup will doubtless participate in the grateful rs ae a i | 
sensations these remarks produced upon Mr. Moore’s Puyilo....°8.9,.6c8 Fortion 3 
. ° : eoocowcoocoon cloudy. “ 
hearers. We all wish those troops restored as ca. ZZ) = % Zana) e 
valry—thé whole State desires it—can it be doubted oe | wr be #2 < a 
* e 55 Re ‘Fs = i omy 
for a moment that it will be done? Mr. Moore has saan . 2 
the experience, the will, and the abilitytodo asmuch}| ¥& m roe > SES Fr) 
in accomplishing that object as any gentleman that ss | Ss $52 2 Base Force. 
could be sent to Congress.— Natchitoches Reporter, en = — nae 
June 21 2 | Rain, inches, 
re . \ ea - 
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desire to promote the interests of the navy. 
THURSDAY, JULY 27, 1843. | We understand that official letters are now 
THE BUREAU SYSTEM. going the rounds demanding to know the ob- 
— jections against the plan attempted on board 
What we have said has had its effect. The the Missouri. These questions should have 
eyes of the Navy Department are at last opened been put and answered before the $50,000 was 
to the follies of the Missouri experiment. The expended. If this is the way things are to go 
‘copper breeches,” as Jack calls these lateral on, where is the boasted reform, the individual 
humbugs, termed smoke-pipes, have been torn’ responsibility that was to attach to every one 
from her, and the old upright smoke-stack |in the navy? We do not see a glimmer of it 
restored to its place. The experiment is now/here. The old Navy Board could not have 
abandoned, but not till it has cost the navy|done worse than this. $50,000 have been 
some $50,000 in money, besides a large bal-|squandered. Who is responsible for it? There 
ance in the shape of ridicule, and the loss of can be no real responsibility, if we cannot put 
the public service of this vessel. ‘The works our finger upon the right person, and say, you 
themselves have cost about $20,000, and the | sir, are responsible. 
ship, with her crew and officers, amounting to| We do not pretend to say that in this matter 
three or four hundred, have been kept here the Engineeer acted by authority of the Bu- 
idle for about four months, and their pay and’ reau of Construction—for we do not know 
expenses for this time will not fall short of any thing about it. But this much we do 
some $30,000. But the Missouri may consider know: if he did not (and we rather think he 
herself fortunate that she has come off thus did not) it shows that the bureau system has 
well, for two more engines and two more boilers been badly organized, and that it has been 
had actually been put down in the fire-room ; put into operation on principles entirely sub- 
and had the experiment been completed, the versive of economy and responsibility; but if 
firemen would have been driven away with he did derive his authority from this board, it 
the heat, and probably the vessel and all hands shows that responsibility is still wanting, else 
blown up. the officer at the head of this bureau would 
The little steamer Engineer’s time comes surely be made to account for such a waste of 
next; we tremble for her. An attempt is to the public money. 
be made, we are told, to have her paddles to; A board was ordered some days ago, to re- 
go in and come out of the water perpendicu-' port upon the plan of the so called experiment. 
larly. A great desideratum, it is true. But, Why was this board not ordered before the 
this has been tried over and often, and in every money was wasted? We are opposed to all 
instance it has been proved that it would “cost boards—they make screens, and this one was 
more than ’twould come to;” that is, that the intended to screcn somebody, we do not know 
loss of power and other expenses would be so who. The board, however, condemned it out 
great as to make success a positive disadvan- and out,and well it did, for it is the opinion of 
tage. The object proposed is to be accom- persons competent to judge, that had the plan 
plished in this instance, we are told, by means succeeded, the steamer would have been burnt 
of two or three hundred cog-wheels on each! up, owing to the arrangement of the machinery. 
side! If we recollect aright, an English! ‘This business confirms us in the opinion we 
steamer, eight or ten years ago, was fitted with have frequently heard expressed, sub rosa, by 
buckets to enter and come out of the water in the most intelligent officers, viz: that so far, 
the manner now proposed ; but the same result the so called reorganization of the Navy De- 
attended the experiment then that has always partment is an utter and entire failure. This 
followed, viz: it was obtained at too great a failure is not the fault of the bureau system— 
sacrifice. Is not $50,000 enough to pay for that is good—but of the manner in which it is 
such experimenting? We think so. organized and has been set to work. But to 
The post of engineer-in-chief of the navy is come back to our starting point. $50,000 have 
highly honorable and important. The emolu- been wasted out of the navy appropriation. 
ments are handsome, and ample to command! Who is accountable for it? Until those who 
the best services of the best engineers in the/ say that the navy is now all right can show 


_ governed in our remarks entirely by our 
| 








country. ‘The person who fills this post should 
be a practical mechanic, as well as a man of 
science. He should be able to go in the shop, 
make an engine, put it together, and then know 
what to do with it afterwards. There is no 
lack of such men in the country. The navy 
wants them only, and we hope to see such fill- 
ing this high and honorable post. We mean 
nothing personal to the present incumbent; we 





us the man—nay more: until they actually 
bring him to account, and make him account 
with his place, for.this and all such official mal- 
feasance, we say the navy has not got the thing 
it wants—is not under proper management. 





The Hon. Davin HeNnsHaw entered upon 
the discharge of his duties as Secretary of the 
Navy, on Monday last. 
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Court Martiat.—The following are the 
remaining sentences of the Naval General 
Court Martial at Norfok: 

Commander Wiiiiam Ramsay, to be sus- 
pended for five years; commuted to suspension 
for six months, from the 17th July, 1843, with- 
out pay. 

Lieutenant Joun L. R1Ne, acquitted. 

Passed Midshipman Marruias C. Marin, 
suspended for twelve months from June 7, 
1843. (Not two years, as before reported.) 

Mid. Jerrerson McRoserts, reprimand- 
ed, and to lose two years in his examination. 





The readers of the “ Citizen Soldier” are 
frequently entertained with well-written and 
interesting original stories of revolutionary 
history. ‘The “Battle of Brandywine, by 


George Lippard, Esq.,” is the last. It is) 


sketched ina battle-spirit, hurrying the reader 
with fearful reality through scenes of prepa- 
ration, carnage, and defeat. One of its most 
spirited chapters, however, is founded upon an 
incident that itself is without foundation. 


Washington is represented as having been’ 


surrounded by the enemy, and rescued by the 
impetuous bravery of Count Pulaski, at the 
head of three hundred troopers. Pulaski was 
vot commissioned, and had no command in the 
American army, until after the battle of Bran- 
dywine. We hope these stories in the “ Citi- 
zen Soldier” may be continued, ‘They are in- 
teresting to numerous readers, and serve well 
to illustrate the spirit of the Revolution. 





There is so much point in the following re- 
marks contained ina private letter to the Editor, 
that we “trust the writer will excuse the free- 
dom taken, in thus submitting them” to the 
public. 


“TI have been a subscriber to the Chronicle ever 


——————— 


ling the sentences passed upon those who have dis- 
| honored the service, is extremely discouraging to all 
| who do their duty faithfully; and must inevitably 
/have a most pernicious influence on all concerned. 
If this evil be not speedily and effectually corrected, 
)it will infallibly destroy that lofty ésprit de corps, 
that high-toned morale, which ought ever to distin- 
guish the guardians of the star-spangled banner. Im- 
punity for ungentlemanly and unofficer-like conduct 
\strikes at the root of all discipline, and necessarily 
| discourages and disgusts those who are ambitious to 
sustain the high character of the American navy. The 
‘toleration of a few unworthy members has an irre. 
|sistable tendency to vitiate the generous sentiments 
of the whole corps; and nothing, in my opinion, can 
so effectually medicate the evil, as the vigorous sen- 
tence of a court. martial, promptly applied, and faith. 
fully executed. 

«These, at least, are the views of a landsman, who 
is an anxious observer of the operations, and an ar- 
dent admirer of the general character of our glorious 
navy. They have been elicited by the excellent re. 
marks on the same subject, in the last number of the 
Chronicle; and I trust you will excuse the freedom 
taken, in thus submitting them.” 





The U.S. ships Delaware, Columbus, Congress, 
Preble, and Fairfield, recently tried their sailing 
qualities in the Mediterranean, and it was found that 
|the Columbus was the best sailer in the fleet. The 
_ Congress frigate, built at Portsmouth, was supposed 
to be the fastest sailer. The Columbus was origi- 
nally a ship-of-the.line of the largest class, and the 
dullest and most unwieldly ship in the navy. She 
|was cut down to a razee or 64-gun ship, and has 
since proved himself the best sea boat in the service. 
This is certainly a surprising transformation, the ex- 

planation of which we should like to know.— New. 
_buryport Herald. 

| As has been said, by Fisher Ames we believe, 
| Error can travel from Maine to Georgia while 





since it commenced, chiefly for the sake of the xaval ‘T’ruth is pulling on his boots to go after him. 
intelligence ; as I feel a deep interest in that arm of | The Columbus was not * originally a ship-of- 
the national defence. But it has been so poorly sup. 'the-line of the largest class » nor has she been 
ported from the beginning, that I have been much | « cut down to a razee or 64-gun ship.” She 
mortified at the want of spirit manifested by our jg now precisely of the same dimensions as 
countrymen in relation to it, and had nearly made| when built—larger than the Franklin and 
up my mind to discontinue it. I have, however,’ Washington, but not so large as the Delaware, 


been much pleased, for the most part, with the man- | 


ner in which it has been conducted by you; and have 
been so highly gratified with your recent remarks on 
naval courts martial, that I have determined to stand 


by the Chronicle so long as it sustains those views of 


the service. In my bumble opinion, you have taken 
the true ground, and have hit the nail on the head, ex. 
actly, in relation to courts martial in our navy; and 
I sincerely hope you will persevere in that strain, 
until the service shall be thoroughly purged of al] its 
vitiated members. If the sentences of courts mar- 
tail were properly sustained, and promptly carried 
out, we should soon be relieved of all those who now 
t .rnish the profession ; and disgraceful conduct would 
be a rare occurrence. The shameful favoritism, or mis- 
taken lenity, heretofore so often manifested, in rein- 
stating cashiered officers, and reversing or modify. 


Ohio, and North Carolina. 


The following is a copy of the resolution 
adopted upon the paper submitted by Lieut. 
Maury to the National Institute, at the last 
meeting, and published in the Chronicle of the 
[3th instant: 

On motion of Mr. Markos, it was Resolved, That 
a committee of three members be appointed by the 
Chair to confer with the Secretary of the Navy upon 
the expediency and the mode of carrying out the sug. 
gestions made by Lieut. M. F. Maury, U. S. navy, 
and that they report from time to time to the Insti- 
tute any action that may be taken on the subject. 

Lieut. M. F, Maury, Captain John S. Chauncey, 
and Lieut. John T. McLaughlin, U. §. navy, were 
appointed the committee. 
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IMPORTANT FROM SOCIETY ISLANDS. 


In the Providence Journal we find two let- 
ters from Tahiti giving some interesting par- 
ticulars respecting the collision between the 
French and English at these islands: 

Taniti, February 10, 1843. 

The Government has gone on regularly till with- 
in the last ten days, since which we have had 
nothing but rumors of war; and I have an idea 
that we shall have a serious disturbance here, if the 
tranquillity of Europe is not disturbed by it; for you 
must know that about twelve days ago we had an 
arrival here of H. B. M. ship Talbot, Captain Sir 
Thomas Thompson, direct from England, and of the 
Boussole, a French frigate. 


Sir Thomas brought letters from the English Go- | 
vernment to Queen Pomare, and as she was, on the | 
arrival of the frigate, on Morea, he sent a boat for | 


her to come over, as she never had been at Tahiti 


since the French had got possession, and hoisted their | 


protectorate flag. But on the receipt of Sir Thomas's 
letter she came across in state, with the old Tahiti 
flag flying in her barge. She pulled directly on 
board the frigate, without landing, and they manned 
the yards and ran the old flag of Tahiti to the fore, 
and saluted it with twenty.one guns, as they also did 
on her departure. 


This annoyed the French greatly, so much so that | 


they issued a protest against the proceedings of the 
commander of H. B. M. ship Talbot in hoisting and 
saluting the old Tahiti flag, thereby disturbing the 
peace and tranquillity of the place, and acting direct. 
ly hostile to France. Sir Thomas then requested the 
Queen to call a meeting of all the inhabitants on the 
island, to know whether it was their wish that the 
French should hold possession and govern the island. 
The meeting took place yesterday in the Queen’s 
enclosure, and it was attended by about 10,000. 
When called upon to speak, they all agreed to a 
man in not wishing the French to remain on the is- 


jand, and they all wished the Queen to allow them | 
to go and pull down the protectorate flag; but she | 
would not allow it. Last night, however, the flag. 


was hauled down, and the signal-halyards were cut 


away. The captain of the Roussole threatened to. 
fire upon the place if the flag does not go up again, 


and the captain of the English frigate has threatened 
to fire on the Frenchman the moment a shot is fired 
upon the town, 

As the tenor of the English letter to Pomare was 
that England would protect her against any foreign 


both frigates at present lie al] ready for battle, and 


distant part of the island, there is no knowing how | 
this affair will end, though I trust the Frenchman | 
and Englishman will fight it out, as they are equally 
matched. . I care not which wins. 


“Tan, March 24, 1843. 
In my former letter to you I informed you of the 
manner in which we were situated here with the 
French and English; and I have now to inform you 
thit the business wears a more serious aspect than 








ever ; for on the 12th of last month, Commodore Nich. 
olas arrived here in H. B, M. ship Vindictive, of 52 
guns, bringing presents to this Queen from Queen 
Victoria, and having heard of the manner in which 
the French had gained possession of the island, im- 
mediately made known, in a public meeting of the 
natives, his intention of lying here and pretecting 
them against the encroachments of the French, at 
all hazards. _ j 

The next day, being the third day of his arrival 
here, he unbent sails and warped his ship abreast the 
Queen’s residence, where she is still lying. We have 
also two French sloops-of-war here, that have been 
lying here for the last two months, doing nothing 


| but watch the proceedings of the English commodore 


| with the utmost jealousy, and they intend to remain 
here till the arrival of the French admiral, who is 
expected daily. We then shall have rumors of war, 
if not actual war itself, as neither party are disposed 
to give way to the other; and both parties have com- 
promised their national honor so far that they cannot 
draw back without conceding to each other, which 
neither at present appears disposed to do. My opinion 
is, that the small island of Tahiti will be the cause 
of involving France and England in a conflict, for it 
is the island which they both want; not the improve- 
ment of the condition of the natives, as they pretend. 

Should the French admiral, on his arrival here, 
take umbrage at the manner in which the English 
have conducted in his absence, no doubt we shall 
have the commencement of the row here, as the John 
Bull commaniler is a hot-headed and fiery old chap, 
and is in one of the most efficient ships in the En. 
glish navy. 





Livut, Cot. M. M, Payne, U. 8. A.—Our readers 
will remember that this officer was not long since 
tried by a court martial, assembled at Fort Columbus, 
upon charges preferred against him by Gen. Wool, 
commanding the 5th military department. The 
charges aud specifications were many, and various 
in their character; the whole of them having their 
foundation in the interpretation of the rules and re- 
gulations for the government of the army, as insist- 
ed upon by Col, Payne, not only for himself, but, as 
he believed, for the good of the service. The plea of 
the Colonel to the charges and specifications was, not 
guilty. Robert Emmet, Esq., appeared as his coun- 
sel. Some of the charges were declared by the 
court ‘ proven,” others ‘not guilty,” others * guil. 
ty,” and the Colonel was sentenced to be “ reprimand. 


_ed in orders.” But the court unanimously recom. 
power that should encroach upon her dominions, and | 


mended a remission of the sentence, and in their 


_ finding made some critical remarks upon the “ un- 
as the QWueen and most of the natives have fled to a | 


necessary exercise and display of authority.” We 
| have been informed that General Scott, in reply to 
the court, and upon a review of the proceedings, 


| came down on the court with some of his occasion- 


ally characteristic severity. —N. Y. Herald. 





Her Majesty's ship Erebus, commanded by J. C. 
Ross, and Terror, commanded by F. R. M. Crozier, 
arrived in Simon’s Bay, Cape of Good Hope, on the 
4th of April, from the antarctic regions, having ob. 
tained the latitude of 71° 30’ south. 








MAUVAIS’S COMET. © 





Hien Scuoor Osservartory, July 22, 1843. 
To the Editor of the Philadelphia Gazetie : 

Dear Sin: Please find room in your columns for 
an ephemeris of the comet discovered early in May 
last by Mr. Mauvais, assistaut at the Paris Observa-. 
tory, which I have computed from \he elements of 
Mr. Rumker, director of the Hamburg Observatory, 
communicated ina letter to Alexander Dallas Bache, 
L. L. D.> one of the secretaries of the American 
Philosophical Society. The places are given for 
ons o'clock in the morning, Philadelphia civil reck- 
oning. 

Dis. from Dis. 
the sun m= = from 


millions of earth. 
Comet’s R. A. Comet’s Dec. N. miles. 


July 22, 234. 37m. 4s. 10° 49'0" 183 116 
« 24,23 37 36 © 9°41’'5S” 185 115 
* 26,23 37 40 8° 35/7” 186 ll4 
* 28,23 37 47 7° 27'9" 188 113 

On computing the comet’s place last evening froin 

Rumker’s elements, and setting the Frannhofer equa- 

torial, the comet appeared in the finder nearly in the’ 

centre. Its nucleus is pretty well defined as a pla-| 





netary nebula, with a low power in the equatorial,' - 


in brightness the same as a star.of the seventh magni-| 
tude. “It is surrounded with a nebulous envelope | 
forming a fan-shaped tail, extending about two mi-' 
nutes of space from the sun. It was followed about. 
two hours, and exhibited sensible motion among the, 
stars. It rises about nine o’clock in the evening. | 
The above ephemeris requires, in order to correspond 
with the observations made this morning with the, 
ring micrometer, by Mr. Walker and myself, the fol-' 
lowing corrections : | 

Add about seventy seconds in time to the right as- 
cension, and subtract about seven minutes in space, 
from the declination. 

I subjoin Mr. Rumker’s elements: 


Perihelion pass., May 3, 212834 m. t. Greenwich. | 
Longitude of the perihelion, - - 279° 14’ 32.9” 
Longitude of the ascending node, 157° 22’ 58.5” 


Inclination, - - - «+ - ». 52°11'29" | 
Perihelion distance, 1.5953304, (153 millions of! 


niles.) 
Motion direct. Yours yespectfully, 


JOHN DOWNES. 





Lare AND iMmporTANT From St. Tuomas.—The 
schooner William Allen arrived at this port from St. 
‘homas with dates to the 9th instant. The intelli- 
gence from that place is alarming; the yellow fever 
was raging with all its horrors among the foreigners, 
principally English and Scotchmon, of whom there 
are a great any. Numbers are dying daily, and 
greater numbers leaving the island. A very few of 
the natives died with the fever, although many were 
attacked. ‘The number of deaths was increasing 
every day, and from appearances it was supposed 
that it would reach an alarming extent in a week or 
two.—New York Tribune. 





A Dreaprut Eartuquake.—A letter from Tabriz 
brings the disastrous account of an earthqnake hav- 
mg nearly destroyed the whole of the town of Khoi, 
between the lakes of Urnia and Persia, by which 
upwards of a thousand people perished. The inha- 
hitants of Tabriz have also been alarmed by frequent 
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VAY’. 
July. ORDERS, 


19—Lieut. A. Lewis, perpetual furlough, and consi. 
dered out of the line of promotion. 
Lieut. ‘I’. A. M. Craven, sloop Falmouth. 
21—Lieut. J. E. Bispham, command of schooner 
On-ka-by-e, vice Lieut. W. C. Whittle, re. 
lieved at his own request. 
22—Lieut. F. Lowry, detached from rendezvous, 
New York. 
Sailmaker B. Crow, navy-yard, Washington. 
24—Lieut. Thomas Turner, sloop Falmouth, N. Y. 
Lieut. G, R. Gray and 8. F. Blunt, steamer Mis. 
sour). 
Lieut. J. L. Ring, schooner Phenix. 
Lieut. C. W. Morris, detached from survey under 
Comm’r Powell, and waiting orders. 
Mid. J. McRoberts, sloop Warren, Norfolk. 
Chaplain M. R, Talbot, detached from frigate 
Macedonian on account of ill health, and 
waiting orders. * 
PROMOTIONS, 


Commander William Key Latimer, to be a cap. 
tain from the 17th July, 1843. 


Lieutenants to be Commanders. 


Charles Wilkes, from the 13th July, 1843, 

Elisha Peck, from the 17th July, 1843. 
Passed Midshipmen to be Lieutenants. 

John N. Maffitt, from June 25, 1843. 

Washington Gwathmey, from June 28, 1843. 

Wilham Ronckendorff, from June 28, 1843. 

William B. Beverley, from June 28, 1843. 

John Hall, from June 28, 1843. 

Francis Lowry, from July 4, 1843, 

William E. Le Roy, from July 13, £843. 





Maxwell Woodhull, from July 17, 1843. e 
APPOINTMENT. 
Elias K. Kane, to be assistant surgeon, July 21, 
1843, 








Vaval Intelligence. 


U. 8S. VESSELS OF WAR REPORTED. 


The U. S. schooner Pheniz, Lieut. Com. Sinclair, 
dropped down from Norfolk to the anchorage off the 
naval hospital on Saturday afternoon. 

The U. 8. schooner On-ka-hy-e, Lieut Com. Whit- 
tle, bound to the West Indies, also dropped down to 
the naval anchorage the same day. 

Home Squapron.—Brig Bozer, Lieut. Comd’g O. 
Bullus, arrived at Nassua, N. P., July 5; all well. 

Ship Vandalia, Captain McCluney, from Cha- 








gres, in thirteen days, arrived at Kingston, Jamai- — 


ca, on the 19th ult, having on board Lieut. Little, 
R. N. of H. B. M. ship Vindictive, (50,) Captain 
Nicholas, with despatches from England respecting 
Tahiti. There was no English vessel-of-war, at 
Chagres to convey the officers to that port, and Com. 
Dallas sent on the Vandalia. The Vandalia sailed 
on the Ist of July for Chagres. Officers and crew 
well, 

Paciric Sqvuapron.—The following is a list of the 
officers attached to the U. 8. ship Levant, lying at 
Norfolk, to sail in a few days for the Pacific : 

Commander, Hugh N. Page. 

Lieutenants, R. G. Robb, Robt. Handy, Chas. C. 
Barton, J. H. Adams, 

Acting Master, Louis McLane, jr. 

Purser, Dangerfield Fauntleroy. 

Surgeon, Wm. Maxwell Wood. 

Ass’t Surgeon, Joseph Wilson. 

Midshipmen, David Ochiltree, G. P, Welsh, C. H. 





and violent shocks. 


Wells, E. C. Genet, Wm. M. Gamble, Edward Gor- 


aA rpeninlina ii tes 
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don, G. W. Young, E. H. Scovell, Alex. R. Aber- 
croibie, Chas, Wooley, Jno. Tillotson. 

Captain’s Clerk, W. V. Taylor. 

Passengers to Rio, Hon. George M. Proffit, and P. 
Mid. Isaac G. Strain. 

Arrican Squapron.— Frigate Macedonian, Captain 
Mayo, went to sea from Hampton Roads on Tues- 
day, July 18. 

East Invia Squapron.—Ship Constellation, Com. 
modore Kearney, was at Macao, March 22d, Offi- 
cers and crew all well. 

M eprrerRaANEAN Squapron.—Ship.of-the-line Dela- 
ware, Captain McCauley, bearing the broad pendant 
of Coinmo. Morris, sailed from Lisbon, June 22, for 
the straits. 

Ship Preble, Comm’r 8. B. Wilson, arrived at Gib- 
raltar, June 13, from Tangier, and sailed on the 14th 
for Mahon. 

MiprrerraNgeaNn Squapron.—Ship-of-the-line Co- 
lumbus, bearing the broad pendant of Commodore 
Morgan, sailed from Mahon, June 11, for Rio Ja- 
neiro, via Madeira. List of officers : 

Captain, Benjamin Cooper. 

Acting Commander, E. G. Tilton. 

Lieuts., J. M. Watson, F. Chatard, J. R. Golds. 


borough, A. H. Kilty, T. J. Page, B. F. Sands, D.! 


B. Ridgely, H. N. Harrison. 
Masters, L. Maynard and H. Cadwalader. 
Surgeon, B. F. Bache. 
Purser, J. N. Todd. 
Lieutenant of marines, E. L. West. 
Chaplain, P. G. Clark. 
Commodore’s Secretary, F. Schley. 
Professor of Mathematics, J. McDuffie. 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, V. L. Godon. 


Passed Midshipmen, F. K. Murray, E. F. Beale, | 


J. H. Browy, J. C. Howell. 


Midshipmen, LL. McDougall, J M. Bradford, C. s.| 


Bell, C. K. Graham, E. Johnston, G. D. Chenowith, 
W. H. Parker, D. Coleman, E. Barrett, G. Harrison, 
G. S. King, G. T. Simee, E. T. Andrews, E. C. 
Grafton, 8. Phelps, J. L. Ferguson, W. W. Wilkinson. 

Cominander’s Clerk, St. C. F. Sutherland. 

Captain’s Clerk, J. Tilton. 

Purser’s Clerk, H. Spaulding. 

Boatswain, James Simpson. 

Carpenter, Patrick Dee. 

Sailmaker, J. Bruce. . 

Master’s Mate, Thos. Shannon. 











Revenue Service. 


Marriages. 


In Charlestown, Mass., on the 19th instant, Mid. 
shipman JAMES FOSTER, of the U.S. navy, to 
DELIA H., daughter of Commander Joun B. Monr- 
comery, of the navy. 

In New York, on the 19th inst., Lieut. WM. GIL- 
HAM, 3d Regiment U.S. Artillery, to CORDELIA 
A., daughter of the late Paymaster J. D. Haypen, 
U.S. A. 

At Grosse Island, Michigan, on the 20th of June, 
Lieut J. A. WHITALL, U.S. A.,to CATHARINE 
E., daughter of Joun A. Rucker, Esq. 

At Pensacola, on the 6th inst., Lieut. WILLIAM 
L. SHUTTLEWORTH, of the U. S. Marines, to 
Miss CLOTILDA §&., daughter of Dr. Joun Bros. 
NAHAM. 


== 














Deaths. 


At his residence, near.the navy-yard, Gosport, 
Va., on Sunday. the 23d instant, Com. ALEXAN. 
'DER B,. PINKHAM, of the U.S. navy. 

At Bordentown. N. J., on the 17th inst., SARAH 
ANN, wife of Lieut. A. A. Harwoop, U.S. N, 

At the residence of her brother, LaunceLot Mi. 
|nor, Esq., of Louisa, (Va.) on the 27th ultimo, Mrs. 
'DIANA MAURY, widow of the late Ricnaro 
, Maury, aged 74. This venerable pair had but re. 
|cently come from the Far West to spend the evening 
lof life with their son Lieut. Maury. of the U. 8. N., 
|and among their kindred in Virginia, Mr. Maury 
died, respected and lamented, in January, at his 
json’s, in Washington, and his widow, in Christian 
/hope, on the 27th June.— Arena, 

On Monday, 24th instant, Frank, son of Captain 
/Acerep Morpecat, U. S. army. aged 20 munths. 

















QUARTERLY ARMY AND NAVY KEGISTERS,.—The 
Army Register will be issued in February, May, August and No- 
vember, of each year; and will contain, besides the usual matter 
in the official Register, the stations of each officer, the bead 
quarters of each regiment, the garrisons of every post and 
arsenal, the names of military storekeepers, chaplains and sut- 
lers, a list of cadets at the military academy, and such other infor- 
/ mation as may appear useful or desirable. 
| {One reason for issuing the Army Register on the above named 
; months, is, that the August number will contain the list of gradu- 
| ates of the year, and their assignment to corps or re seated 
| ‘The Navy Register, to be issued in January, April, July and Oc- 
| tober, will contain the matter usually found in the official Register 
| with the addition of the names of officers at the several yards and 
| stations, including the civil establishments, and on board our vee- 
| sels of war. 

The price will Le to subseribers for the series, one dollar a yea 
| for aks single copies 37 1-2 cents, B. HOMANS, 
Jan, 12—u 





July. ~ ORDERS. 


18—Second Lieut. Osinund Peter, to the Van Buren, | 


at Charlestown, to relieve Lieut. Amazeno, 
who is placed on leave for one month. 
20—Capt. E. Jones, Morris, Portland.! 
Capt. G. Walden, Nautilus, Key West. 
21—Capt. R. Evans, Ewing, New York. 
July. PROMOTION, 
2U0—First Lieut. Richard Evans to be captain. 

The ton second lieutenants who are first upon the 
list, are ordered to report themselves, at this city on 
the 15th proximo, for a professional examination, 

The Nautilus sailed from the Delaware on the 8th 
for Key West. 





ILITAKY LAWS OF THE U. S., Compiled by Col. T. 
Cross of the U. S. Army, full bound, &2 50, in beards $2 
per copy. For sale, 
Jan 19—tf B. HOMANS. 


FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE. 

SYNOPSIS OF THE CRUISE OF THE EX 
PLORING EXPEDITION, by its Commander, Lt. 
Charles Wilkes, with a chart, showing the tracks of 
the vessels. 

BITUMEN: its varieties, properties, and uses, 
compiled from various sources, by Lieut. H. Wager 
Halleck, U. S. Corps of Engineers, under the direc- 
tion of Col. J. G. Totten, Chief Engineer. 

SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL CHINESE 
TREATISES upon the culture of the Mulberry and 








July. ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 
22—Lieut. W. H. Fowler, Ist art., Dr. Riley’s, Geo. 

Lieut. A. J. Smith, dragoons, Fuller’s. 

Sur. Gen. 'T, Lawson, army, 

Lieut. J. C. Torrett, lst infantry, 
24—Paymaster D. Randall, army, 

Lieut. B. C. Edes, 6th infantry, Fuller's, 

Col. 8. Churchill, Inspector General, Fuller's. 
25—Capt. B. Huger, Ordnance, Mrs. Latimer’s. 

Major R. L. Baker, Ordnance, Mrs. Latimer’s. 


the rearing of Silk Worms. Translated from the 
Chinese. 

THE ELEMENTS AND PRACTICE OF RIG. 
GING AND SEAMANSHIP. Iilustrated with 
several hundred engravings. In two quarto volumes, 
of nearly three hundred pages each. London, 1794. 
One copy; complete, in good condition—price sit 
dollars. 


> PRINTING of every description promptly 
and neatly executed at this office. . 
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